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Section 2 Objectives

l1 To explain the provisions of the Declaration of the Rights of Man.

l2 To summarize the positions of the three factions that tried to govern

France.

l3 To explain how the war with Austria and the execution of the king

affected the Revolution.

l4 To describe the events of the Reign of Terror.

l5 To explain what happened after the Terror came to an end.

7.2 LESSON PLAN Revolution Brings Reform

and Terror pages 197–203
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38 Unit 2, Chapter 7

Name Date

GUIDED READING Revolution Brings

Reform and Terror

Section 2

A. Recognizing Facts and Details As you read about the events of the French

Revolution, answer the questions about the time line.

National Assembly adopts

Declaration of the Rights of Man.

National Assembly reforms

status of church.

National Assembly hands power

to Legislative Assembly.

Legislative Assembly declares

war on Austria.

Parisians invade Tuileries and

imprison royal family.

Parisian mobs massacre more

than 1,000 prisoners.

Ex-king Louis XVI is executed.

Robespierre leads Committee of

Public Safety; Reign of Terror

begins.

Robespierre is executed; Reign

of Terror ends.

National Convention adopts

new constitution.

B. Using Context Clues On the back of this paper, identify each group below and its

position during the French Revolution.

émigrés sans-culottes Jacobins

CHAPTER 7

1789

Aug.

1790

1791

Sept.

1792

April

Aug.

Sept.

1793

Jan.

July

1794

July

1795

1.What are some rights this document guarantees

French citizens?

2.What caused the peasants to oppose many of these

reforms?

3. What political factions made up the Legislative

Assembly?

4.What did European monarchs fear from France?

5.What effects did the September Massacre have on

the government?

6. What was the stated aim of Robespierre and his

supporters?

7.What were some consequences of the Reign of

Terror?
Answer Key

Chapter 7, Section 2

GUIDED READING

A.Possible responses:

1. liberty, property, security, resistance

to oppression, equal justice,

freedom of speech, freedom

of religion

2. Many were conservative

Catholics who were offended by

attempts to make the church a

part of the state.

3. radicals, moderates, conservatives

4. that the revolution would spread

beyond France and affect their

countries

5. The Legislative Assembly gave

up the idea of a limited monarchy,

deposed the king, and called

for the election of a new legislature

to replace itself.

6. to build a “republic of virtue”

7. People of all classes grew weary

of the Terror and shifted from

radical left to conservative right.

B. Possible responses:

Émigrés: nobles on extreme

right who wanted to restore Old

Regime

sans-culottes: wage-earners and

shopkeepers on extreme left

who wanted a greater voice in

government

Jacobins: radicals who wanted to

remove king and set up a republic
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Name Date

SECTION QUIZ Revolution Brings Reform

and Terror

Section 2

A. Terms and Names Match each name or term with its description. One term

will not be used.

a. Legislative Assembly e. right-wing i. guillotine

b. émigrés f. National Assembly j. Jean Paul Marat

c. sans-culottes g. Olympe de Gouges k. National Convention

d. left-wing h. Maximilien Robespierre l. Marie Antoinette

______ 1. This describes the most conservative members of the Legislative

Assembly.

______ 2. This was a radical group, named for the style of breeches its members

wore.

______ 3. This refers to the nobles who fled France but still hoped to restore the

monarchy.

______ 4. This is the name of the government body that replaced the National

Assembly.

______ 5. This describes the most radical members of the Legislative Assembly.

______ 6. This person wrote a strong response to “A Declaration of the Rights of

Man and of the Citizen” because it did not give the same rights to

women that it gave to men.

______ 7. This person claimed it was possible to build a “republic of virtue” by

means of what came to be known as the Reign of Terror.

______ 8. This radical revolutionary was fatally stabbed by another

revolutionary.

______ 9. This was invented to further humane goals, though often used in contradiction

to such goals.

______10. Just before being beheaded, this person apologized for stepping on the

executioner’s foot.

______11. Out of fear for their own safety, members of this group finally put an

end to the Reign of Terror.

B. Critical Thinking Briefly answer the following question on the back of this paper.

Why do you think the Reign of Terror occurred and went on as long as it did?

CHAPTER 7
Answer Key

Chapter 7, Section 2

SECTION QUIZ

Revolution Brings Reform and

Terror

A.1. e 2. c 3. b 4. a

5. d 6. g 7. h 8. j

9. i 10. l 11. k

B. Answers will vary. Students

might make points similar to the

following:

a. The radicals in power needed a

way to control their enemies

within France—both the peasants

who disapproved of what

they were doing and rival revolutionaries.

b. Ruling by terror gave these radicals

a way to dispose of opposition.

c. Robespierre and his followers

wanted to wipe out every trace

of the monarchy and nobility.

d. Once put in motion, the activities

of the Reign of Terror

became impossible to control as

fear grew.

e. Fearful for their own safety, revolutionaries

turned on each

other. Those who did not fully

support the most radical revolutionaries

became victims themselves.

f. The Committee of Public Safety

operated without any controls.

g. Robespierre’s fellow revolutionaries

had to organize against him

in order to end the Reign of

Terror, which was a difficult and

dangerous thing to do since failure

would have meant death for

any participants.
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Name Date

HISTORYMAKERS Maximilien Robespierre

Master and Victim of the Terror

“Liberty cannot be secured unless criminals lose their heads.”—Maximilien

Robespierre, 1794

Section 2

For a brief time, Maximilien François Marie

Isidore de Robespierre ruled France. A passionate

believer in equality, he kept a copy of Rousseau’s

The Social Contract by his bedside. As a religious

man, he hoped to create a republic made virtuous

through citizens’ devotion to God. But despite his

belief in equality and morality, Robespierre

plunged France into the bloody Reign of Terror.

Robespierre was born in the city of Arras in

1758. He studied the ideas of the Enlightenment

and developed strong principles of social justice.

He followed the family tradition by practicing law.

Robespierre was elected to the Estates-General

in 1789 and thus became involved in the French

Revolution. Soft-spoken, he was ignored at first.

Eventually, though, his radical opinions won him

attention. One leader said, “That man will go far.

He believes what he says.” The next year,

Robespierre was elected president of the Jacobin

Club, a radical group that favored the establishment

of a republic. Robespierre lived simply and

was clearly a man of deep morality. Supporters

called him “the Incorruptible.”

Robespierre’s views on republican government

found little support early in the Revolution.

However, after 1792, the king was deposed and a

National Convention was elected to draft a new

constitution and to rule France during the process.

Robespierre was elected as a representative of Paris.

He became a spokesman for the radical Jacobin

group and contributed to the bitter controversies

that arose in the National Convention.

As the combination of foreign war and civil lawlessness

brought matters to a crisis, the Committee

of Public Safety was formed—with Robespierre

one of its most dominant members. Under the rule

of this powerful group, civil war was avoided and

the French army began to win victories.

However, Robespierre and his allies on the

committee still faced political opposition at home.

In early 1794, he set out to eliminate the Hébertists.

This group wanted strict economic policies and an

anti-religious campaign that Robespierre could

not support. The leaders were executed. Next

Robespierre attacked a moderate group called the

Indulgents, who were led by Georges Danton, once

a close friend of his. The Indulgents believed that

the crisis was past and the Terror could end. They,

too, were tried and executed. As Danton was taken

to his death, he uttered a warning: “Robespierre is

bound to follow me.”

After the death of Danton, Robespierre and the

Committee of Public Safety—now completely in

control of the government—made new rules. They

broadened the definition of public enemies and

narrowed the penalty to one punishment only:

death. The trial process was speeded up. Defense

lawyers and witnesses were no longer needed.

Because of these changes, 1,500 people were executed

in June and July of 1794.

“Fear was on every side, in the creak of a door,

an exclamation, a breath,” wrote one observer. On

July 26, Robespierre spoke before the Convention

and said that more people would have to be executed

as enemies of the Republic. He only named one

man, Pierre Joseph Cambon, the Superintendent

of Finance, who bravely took the floor in his own

defense. “It is time to tell the whole truth,” he

declared. “One man alone is paralyzing the will

of the National Convention. And that man is

Robespierre.” Others, fearing that they would be

accused next, joined to denounce Robespierre.

The next day, in a chaotic scene, the deputies

voted to arrest Robespierre and his closest allies.

He and more than 20 of his supporters were taken

to the Place de la Revolution and executed. A

newspaper commented, “We are all throwing ourselves

into each other’s arms. The tyrant is dead.”

Questions

1. Making Inferences What about Robespierre

might have appealed to others?

2. Drawing Conclusions Why did Robespierre

eliminate the Hébertists and the Indulgents?

3. Perceiving Cause and Effect How did

Robespierre’s methods turn against him?

CHAPTER 7
Answer Key

Chapter 7, Section 2

HISTORYMAKERS

Maximilien Robespierre

Possible responses:

1. Many people recognized and

admired his strong morality and

his republican ideals.

2. He opposed the Hébertist economic

controls and religious

ideas. He disagreed with the

Indulgents’ view that the Terror

could end.

3. Robespierre had accused others

of threatening the republic and

had them executed. The same

thing happened to him.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Science Helps Create the Metric System

Though one of the French Revolution’s most famous inventions, the guillotine,

was designed for executions, another technological development from this period

made a great contribution to the future of science.

Name Date

In 1790, the drive to reform French society

moved the newly formed National Assembly to

change the way measurements were made. The

French Academy of Sciences was asked to develop

a standard system of measurement. Up to this

point, every country possessed its own procedure

for measuring, which often grew out of local customs.

At one time in England, for example, an inch

was defined as the length of “three barleycorns,

round and dry.” The problem was that the size of

an inch was different with every handful of barley.

The mathematicians and astronomers in the

Academy of Sciences wanted to devise a measuring

system that would be used in all countries.

Therefore, the scientists needed to create a uniform

unit of length. They decided to use a certain

fraction of the distance around the earth. The

meter—its name taken from the Greek word

metron, meaning “measure”—was established as

one 10-millionth of the distance from the North

Pole to the equator along the meridian passing

through Paris.

Determining the length of this meridian

required surveying the distance from Dunkirk,

France, to Barcelona, Spain, which is over 600

miles. Measurements needed to be precise, and

the best instruments available were used. The

measuring rods were 12 feet long, made of platinum,

and equipped with devices to record expansion

and contraction due to changes in temperature.

An instrument with rotating telescopic sights,

developed by Étienne Lenoir in 1784, enabled the

teams of surveyors to make highly accurate angle

measurements.

The National Convention officially adopted the

metric system in 1795. On June 22, 1799, a meterlong

platinum rod and a platinum cylinder weighing

one kilogram were deposited in the French

National Archives as official standards. The government

then established a period of transition to the

new system, which lasted until 1840, when using

the new standards became a requirement.

Over the years, the original measurement standards

have been updated to be more precise, and

other units have been added. Today, the metric system

is the basic system of measurement in almost

all the countries of the world.

Questions

1. Recognizing Facts and Details What was the

length of the meter as established by the French

Academy of Sciences?

2. Making Inferences Why do you think the scientists

in the Academy of Sciences wanted their

new system of measurement to be used in all

countries?

3. Drawing Conclusions Why was the distance

from the North Pole to the equator a good distance

on which to base a uniform unit of length?

Section 2

Answer Key

Chapter 7, Section 2

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Science Helps Create the Metric

System

Possible responses:

1. The length of the meter was

1/10,000,000 of the distance

from the North Pole to the

equator along the meridian passing

through Paris.

2. The adoption of a uniform system

of measurement in all countries

would help trade, manufacturing,

and technological development.

People would spend

less time converting measurements

from one system to another.

3. The distance from the North

Pole to the equator is something

that does not change and that

people from any country can

measure.
