USH 4.4: The New South
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DRILL: Carpetbaggers & Scalawags 

Carpetbaggers: the name southerners used to describe white northerners who came to the South during Reconstruction

Scalawags: the name southern Democrats gave to white southern Republicans
OBJECTIVE: Students will be able to describe the problems southern farmers faced after the Civil War by explaining the reasons why some business leaders wanted to create a “New South.”

1. sharecropping: a farming system in which landowners provided land and tools,
and sharecroppers provided the labor to work the farms

2. Most African Americans could not buy a farm, so they participated in
sharecropping and had to give most of their crop back to the landowner. Often
they got into debt after buying things on credit or after they had a bad crop.
Landowners often cheated the sharecroppers, so they fell deeper and deeper
into debt. 

3. The most successful industry in the South was textile manufacturing. Workers
were  drawn to it because it was an alternative to farming.

4. Southern authors used their work to preserve folk tales and protest racial
injustices.
5. spiritual: a song based on Christian hymns and African songs that often told of the
sorrows of slavery and the hope for freedom

Odds & Ends

1. The most famous writer about the South at the end of Reconstruction was
probably Mark Twain, whose real name was Samuel Clemens.

2. Cotton and tobacco were two of the most important cash crops in the South

3. Business leaders hoped the development of industries would restart the southern
economy and create a “New South.”

4. One of the great changes in the South after the Civil War was the growth of
railroads, which allowed companies to ship goods faster and farther than ever
before.

5. When the cotton mill industry started, workers labored six days a week, twelve
hours a day.

6. Joel Chandler Harris wrote many short stories about a fictional plantation slave
named  Uncle Remus, a wise old storyteller who taught lessons by reciting
folktales. 

7. African American writer Charles W. Chesnutt showed the greed and cruelty of the
slavery system in his book called The Conjure Woman.

8. During Reconstruction, the Fisk Jubilee Singers were among the first people to
bring African American music to a national audience.
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1. sharecroppers 


6. Samuel Clemens

2. cotton 



7. Uncle Remus

3. New South 


8. The Conjure Woman

4. railroads 



9. spiritual

5. 6; 12 



10. Fisk Jubilee

11. Most African Americans could not buy a farm, so they participated in sharecropping and had to give most of their crop back to the landowner. Often they got into debt after buying things on credit or after they had a bad crop. Landowners often cheated the sharecroppers, so they fell deeper and deeper into debt.

12. The most successful industry in the South was textile manufacturing. Workers were drawn to it because it was an alternative to farming.

13. Southern authors used their work to preserve folk tales and protest racial injustices.

Geography

1. Indian Territory

2. Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas

3. Alabama, Mississippi; Florida, Texas 

4. 10–39 percent

5. in the western portion of the region; because the population was less dense, much more land was available for ownership, and plantation agriculture was not as well established

BCR 6. According to the map, farm tenancy was most common in those areas which had boasted large plantations before the Civil War. The rise of the Cotton Kingdom led to the relocation of American slaves to the south and west as large plantations were established in Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi. 

Summary : In today’s lesson we described the problems southern farmers faced after the Civil War, explained the reasons why some business leaders wanted to create a “New South” and identified the various forms of culture that existed in the South.

Homework: Sharecropping & Spiritual
Sharecropping: a farming system in which landowners provided land and tools, and sharecroppers provided the labor to work the farms
Spiritual: a song based on Christian hymns and African songs that often told of the sorrows of slavery and the hope for freedom

Name _________________________________________________ Date ________________
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FILL IN THE BLANK For each of the following statements, fill in the blank with the appropriate word, phrase, or name.

1. Because of the high cost of land and farm supplies, many African Americans became__________________, people who farm land owned by someone else in exchange for the tools and supplies to farm.

2. Although _____________________ was one of the most important cash crops in the South, the fact that too many farmers planted it caused the supply to become too great and the price to drop.

3. Business leaders hoped the development of southern industries would strengthen the southern economy and create a “_______________________ .”

4. One of the great changes in the South after the Civil War was the growth of_______________ , which allowed companies to ship goods faster and farther than ever before.

5. When the cotton mill industry started, workers labored ____________________ days a week, 

_____________ hours a day.

6. The most famous writer about the South at the end of Reconstruction was probably Mark Twain, whose real name was _______________________ .

7. Joel Chandler Harris wrote many short stories about a fictional plantation slave named   ____________________ , a wise old storyteller who taught lessons by reciting folktales. 

8. African American writer Charles W. Chesnutt showed the greed and cruelty of the slavery system in his book called _______________________ .

9. One of the most important musical styles of the time was the _______________________ , which was based on Christian hymns and African music sung in the days of slavery.

10. During Reconstruction, the _______________________ Singers were among the first people to bring African American music to a national audience.

BCR 11. What were some problems with the southern labor system after the Civil War?

BCR 12. What was the most successful new industry in the South, and why were workers drawn to it?

BCR 13. What purposes did southern literature serve?

4.2 GEOGRAPHY ACTIVITIES Tenant Farming and Sharecropping

During Reconstruction, new patterns of farm labor developed in the South. Since slave labor was no longer available, many plantation owners chose to rent out parcels of land to tenant farmers, who were often former slaves. Sharecropping—a variation on tenant farming in which farmers worked a parcel of land in exchange for a share of the crop, a cabin, seeds, tools, and a mule—also became widespread. The map below shows the extent of  southern tenant farming in 1880. Study the map, and then answer the questions that follow.

4.4 Farm Tenancy in the South, by Counties, 1880
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1. Name the state or territory in which tenants operated less than 10 percent of every county’s farms in 1880.

2. What states had counties in which at least 60 percent of farms were tenant operated?

3. Which two southern states appear to have had the highest percentage of tenant operated farms? Which two states had large areas in which tenant farming was relatively uncommon?

4. What percentage of farms in Kentucky were tenant operated?

5. Where was tenant farming less common: in the Deep South or in the western portion of the region? Based on your knowledge of the Cotton Kingdom, what might explain this trend?

BCR Critical Thinking: Region By the outbreak of the Civil War, the center of the slave system had shifted from the Upper South to the cotton belt of the Deep South. How does this map, which shows farm tenancy patterns after the Civil War, reflect this shift in the South’s labor system before the war?
In your own words, summarize today’s lesson.
